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Monseigneur, for a yearly pension of 200 livres wherewith he
will be highly pleased. He is acknowledged here to be very
brave, to have much influence on the minds of the savages, and
to be very zealous when ordered to do anything.”® It seems to

68 Two published accounts of the life of Charles Langlade are to be
found in Wis. Hist. Colls., iii, pp. 195295, being related by his grandson,
Augustin Grignon, in 1857, to Lyman C. Draper; the other a sketch by
Joseph Tassé, vii, pp. 123-188. In addition, the “Langlade Papers”
were published in viii, pp. 209-223. Since that time there have been
found further documents bearing on Langlade’s career—most of
these being incorporated in the present volume. These, together with
the Mackinac Register, post, warrants the following new sketch.
Charles Michel Langlade was born at Mackinac in May, 1729. If
the incident related by Grignon of his accompanying troops at the age
of ten be true, the expedition must have been that of Céloron against
the Chickasaw, in 1739-40. Herein he would have met numbers of
Canadian army officers from Montreal, and French and colonial troops
from New Orleans. To this event was probably due his early enroll-
ment in the army. Du Quesne must have been mistaken about Lan-
glade’s not being in service, for the Mackinac Register records him as
being a cadet in 1750, when twenty-one years of age. The present
reference to him is, so far as we have as yet ascertained, the first
made in any contemporary official document. No doubt his services
on the expedition of 1752 brought him prominently into notice. He
was not legally married to an Ottawa woman, but early had a son by
an Indian girl, whose descendants, living in Ontario, still carry the
name of Langlade; see Ontario Hist. Soc. Papers, iii, p. 147. In 1754,
at Mackinac, he legally married Charlotte Bourassa. ‘While no doubt
he for many years traded at La Baye (Green Bay) and elsewhere,
there is ample and convincing evidence that until after September,
1764, his usual residence was at Mackinac. His part in the French
and Indian War has been described by Grignon and Tassé. At its
outbreak he was made ensign on half-pay, and campaigned against
Braddock. The following winter he passed in a small post in Michi-
gan, where (January, 1756) his daughter Charlotte was born. In 1756
he led a reinforcement of Indians to Fort Duquesne, and skirmished
toward Fort Cumberland where Washington was in command. Dur-
ing the winter of 1756-57 he does not appear to have returned to
Mackinac; at least he was in Montreal in December, and in January
defeated a raid of Robert Rogers’s famous rangers on Lake Cham-
plain. In May, he was again in Montreal and led the Western Indians
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